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the advance of the invading neighbour. The study
would then consist in finding out how the Belgian Army
can perform such a part, by avoiding the decision by
arms and adjourning the judgment of battle.
" Such a conclusion would necessarily influence the
whole military state of the nation: organisation,
mobilisation, armament, fortification, as well as the
instruction of the troops, not excluding the training of
the company, of the individual private.

If from Brussels we proceed to London, we again
find a different situation, different ambitions. Those
are equally familiar to you. There you would find an
insular situation which ought to be maintained intangible
by a protecting organisation; also the ambition of main-
taining and developing an Empire beyond the seas and
in both hemispheres. This would require another way
of handling the problem, another theory of war.

So, again, in Madrid. Every idea of territorial ex-
tension on the Continent is temporanly discarded by
Spam in view of its geographical situation, of the nature
of its frontiers, of its political, financial state, etc. . . .
What does, then, such a country request from its army ?
The maintenance of the integrity of national territory.
Would not in that case the best lesson on the art of war
be derived from reading certain pages of the history of
Spain from 1808 to 1814 ?

The same is true of Rome, or Beine. Each country
finds itself in a different situation, requiring a distinct
handling of the problem.

You must not conclude that, in the matter of waif are,
there is no such thing as an absolute theory and that you
have only to deal with contingencies. You must not
adopt Pascal's sceptic views: " Verite" en de9a des
Pyrenees erreur jj,u-dela"; or his " trois degres au-
dessous du p61e quicontiennenttoute la jurisprudence."
Let us simply and first be aware of the existence, in
the study we are making, of the concrete case; in that
concrete case, one of our data is evidently found in the
geographical position of a State, from which we must
start in order to establish the theory which will allow us
to reach a specifically national end To such a geograph-
ical position we add the political, financial, military state
of the nation, also the shape of its territory, the situa-
tion of its neighbours, the nature of the rights to be